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Major Wind/Dust Storm Event

w/ Mountain Show & Lowland Rain

WED, February 22"

Prepared by: Tom Bird
Date: February, 22, 2023
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Key Messages: | iz TX €08
« #1 Weather Hazard: Wind ‘
« Lowlands 40+ G 60+ mph

* Mountains 50+ G 80+ mph

« #2 Weather Hazard: BL Dust
« General 3-5 mi visibility
« Local Area: 0-1/4 mi visibility
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 #3 Weather Hazard: Rain/Snow Lss
 Lowland Rain: ISO/SCT 50
 Trace to 0.20” l“s
« Mountain Snow: SCT/NUM -

. 1'4” SACS / 3'6” G||a » @NWSEIPaso

weather.gov/ElPaso
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Key WIND Messages:

« Full Day of Strong
Southwest Winds.

* Lowland speeds
40-45 mph G 60-65 mph

Alamogordo
Chaparral
Clouderoft
Columbus
Dell City
Deming

El Paso
Emory Pass
Hatch
Horizon City
Las Cruces

 Mountain Speeds
50-55 mph G 65-80 mph

Damage to structures/
Power interruptions
possible

Lordsburg

Orogrande

Rodeo

San Elizario
Sierra Blanca
Travel across the region [=z8
could become dangerous
due to buffeting wind

gusts.

Socorro
Sunland Park
Truth or Cons
Vado

White Sands NM
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Maximum Wind Speed Forecast

2/20 2/21 222 2/23

Mon Tue Wed Thu

12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm6pm  Maximum

12 10| 5 14 El 18 15 16 15

6 13| 8 14 15 17 15

14 10| 7 12 — S 15 16 15 [
1712 14 130 48 | 15 15 13 [ EHR

15 12| ¢ 12 18 PIER 16 18 [
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155 13 8 | 18 I 5 |

15 14| 9 12 18 12 12 10

14 12| 6 12 16 15 17 15

12 9|5 10 15 18 12 16 15

15 18| 5 15 33 14 15 14

14 10 5 14 E} 18 18

13 137 10 17 2 12 9

14 12] 5 10 17 18 12 13 12

16 13| 6 14 17 16 15

13 12| 7 10 17 18 12 12 9

13 12| ¢ 1217 FIE} 18 14 15 14

13 135 16 E} 15 18

14 12| 7 13 15 17 15

14 135 12 E] 16 13 15 14

* Table values in mph

Alamogordo
Chaparral
Clouderoft
Columbus
Dell City
Deming

El Paso
Emory Pass
Hatch
Horizon City
Las Cruces
Lordsburg
Orogrande
Rodeo

San Elizario
Sierra Blanca
Silver City
Socoro
Sunland Park
Truth or Cons
Vado

White Sands NM

Maximum Wind Gust Forecast

2/20 2/21 2/22 2/23

Mon Tue Wed Thu
12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm 6pm|12am 6am 12pm 6pm  Maximum
16 15| 7

17 | 12
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17 17| 7 El | 66 |
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17| 7 16 | 5% |

*Table values in mph

National Weather Service — El Paso



High Wind Watches: Wednesday's High Wind Watch o El Paso. TX Q

Area wide impacts expected with strong Southwest and West Winds Issued Feb 20, 2023 1:20 PM MST @

« Gila Region & Bootheel Mtns; — i f /
Starts: 1 am Tuesday Night * /
Ends: Midnight Wed Night.

* Sacramento Mountains:(_—

Starts: 1lam Tuesday Night . ! Omgr;;,
Ends: 5 am Thursday Morning - - LaSF‘fuceS \

« \West/Central Lowlands:.\/ %

Starts: 9am Wednesday Morning P

. | -
Ends: 8pm Wed Night. W Clove;d)e , AR

- \

 Eastern Lowlands: | “§ sers
Blanca
Starts: 9am Wednesday Morning \%‘

Ends: Midnight Wed Night.

T-or-C:

Hillsboro Cloudcroft

Hatch
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Key DUST Messages:

» Widespread dust is
possible, but could be
reduced due to recent
rains. Expect general
visibility reduced to 3to 5
mi.

Localities near dust
sources could see severe
visibility restrictions.
Expect visibility reduced to
0 to ¥2 mi.

Travel across the region
could become dangerous

due to near zero visibilities.

Last Updated 2/20/2023 3:01 PM

@ Dust Potential: Previous Dust Event Example

et This satellite imagery of dust shows what we could see again during Wednesday’s strong winds

Detection®

o M'.Zl“

SatellitelDust:
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Key SNOW Messages:

e Snow above 5500 ft.

« Strong winds = Blowing
snow and blizzard-like.
Timing: Tue Night — Wed
=V/H

Gila Region Mountains:
1-2” mid-elevations
4-6” higher elevations
Sacramento Mountains:
1-2” mid-elevations
2-4” upper-elevations

Last Updated 2/20/2023 3:01 PM

Weather Forecast Office

Snow Amounts: Tuesday night - Wednesday El Paso, TX &

Snowfall amounts likely to fall just short of Winter Advisory Criteria Issued Feb 20, 2023 1:23 PM MST

f=

Storm Total Snow Amounts (in)

» @NWSEIPaso
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Key Gila SNOW Messages:

* Snow levels:

e 7000ft dropping to 5500 ft.
« Strong Winds:

* 40-60 mph

* Timing:
* Tue Night — Wed Eve.

e Snow Amounts:
1-2” mid-elevations
4-6” higher elevations

Last Updated 2/20/2023 3:01 PM

» Blizzard conditions poss.

Hazards

Winter.Storm
Watch

£ 8 » @NWSEIPaso

Winter Storm Watch: GILA REGION

[ TR
HIISDOTO!

Bzming

Weather Forecast Office
El Paso, TX & 3\ &
sy >4

Issued Feb 20, 2023 2:43 PM MST

weather.gov/ElPaso
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Liquid Precipitation Amounts: Tuesday night - Wednesday Weathergf’ ;;a;;Of-F;Z é

Issued Feb 20, 2023 1:24 PM MST ¢

Key RAIN Messages:

Lowland rain / mountain snow

L1}
1.5" U + —

" 0.71" IV .'j‘ ee
° . . 0.67 : 0),0¢ Rivers
Rain generally light across ey o v 1 S BT !
roft

the lowlands: 0,46 e LSS ORIBH  cio
” . i . Alamogor
» Trace to 0.25” possible o

g’g: Al
bl el
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 Light to moderate snow
across the higher
mountains:
« 0.507-.75" liquid
amounts

Storm Total Precipitation (in)

weather.gov/ElPaso

» @NWSEIPaso
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Summary Overview : Tue Night — Wed Evening

“*sf“f Wind / Dust / Mountain Snow / Lowland Rain

» Strong Winds will be the biggest THREAT, posing the highest RISKS.
* Wind speeds: Lowlands 40+ G 60+ mph / Mountains 50+ G 80+ mph

« Blowing Dust Is a strong possibility, despite recent rains.
* Visibilities: General 3-5 mi visibility / Local Area: 0-1/4 mi visibility

* Mountain Snows will bring hazardous conditions to Gila and Sacs.
« Snow Amounts: 1-4” Sacramento mountains / 3-6" Gila region mountains.
 Blizzard conditions are possible with the strong winds expected.

* Difficult and dangerous travel is likely through this period.

National Weather Service — El Paso
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NWS El Paso Contact Information

NWS El Paso
Meteorologist

Jason Laney
Warning Coordination

Meteorologist

Jimmy Barham
Meteorologist in Charge

Sr-epz.nws@noaa.gov
575-589-3972 (Office)

jason.laney@noaa.gov
915-274-9123

james.barham@noaa.gov
315-744-0298
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