
COVID-19 Testing Guidelines  

 
Clinicians should use their judgment to determine if a patient has signs and symptoms compatible with 

COVID-19 and whether the patient should be tested.  The CDC clinical criteria for considering testing for 

COVID-19 have been developed based on what is known about COVID-19 and are subject to change as 

additional information becomes available.  Please visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/symptoms-testing/testing.html for the most up to date information on clinical criteria COVID-19. 
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Fever and signs/symptoms of lower 

respiratory illness (e.g. cough, 

shortness of breath)? 

HIGH RISK: Known exposure 

or close contact with a 

confirmed COVID-19 patient 

or travel in the prior 14 days 

to a location with a CDC 

level 3 geographic area 

within 14 days of symptom 

onset.  

Lower respiratory symptoms 

acute (e.g. pneumonia, ARDS) 

requiring hospitalization w/o 

alternative diagnosis. 

Influenza/RSV result(s)  

NEGATIVE 

Testing 

Optional 

Request COLLECTION 

KIT from laboratory 

Collect and 

send 

specimen to 

the laboratory 

Clinical Management 

and monitoring 

Influenza/RSV 

result(s)? 

Testing 

NOT 

needed 

Clinician should use their 

judgment to determine if a 

patient has signs and 

symptoms compatible 

with COVID-19 and 

whether the patient should 

be tested. 
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