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Hello – after over a 
year of halting opera-
tions, the Apache 
Scout is in full swing. 
We’re ready to recon-
nect with our readers 
and want to share as 
much tribal infor-
mation as we can. We 
apologize for any and 
all inconvenience this 

may have caused.  

Did your address 
change? Let our offic-
es know by calling the 
Tribal Offices immedi-
ately so we can up-
date our records.  

The Apache Scout is a 
free informative tribal 
newsletter for all 

membership of the 
Mescalero Apache 
Tribe. Individuals re-
ceive a copy of each 
Apache Scout in the 
mail. To be added to 
the mailing list, call 
the Tribal Offices at 
575-464-4494.  

Thank you!  

Heading picture: Foster Care 
Case Manager, Alta Branham 
during the Walk for Foster 
Care Awareness event held 
on May 19, 2021. 

Programs keep families in homes, students in 
school 
PED urges NM families to apply for mortgage, rent, utility help 

SANTA FE – The Public 
Education Department 
is urging eligible New 
Mexico families to ap-
ply for two programs 
to help pay the mort-
gage or rent and keep 
the lights on so chil-
dren will not be up-
rooted from their lo-
cal schools: 

 The federal Emer-
gency Rental Assis-
tance program was 
created to reduce 
evictions or utility 
service cut-offs 
due to financial 
challenges related 
to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 The New Mexico 
Homeowner Assis-
tance Fund offers 
grants of up to 
$10,000 to main-
tain housing and 
reduce housing 
cost delinquency 
related to the pan-
demic. 

"This has been an in-
credibly difficult year 
for so many New Mexi-
co families that lost 
jobs or income due in 
one way or another to 
the pandemic,” Public 
Education Secretary 

Ryan Stewart said. 
“We owe it to our 
children to keep their 
families intact and in 
their homes so they 
can focus, as they 
should, on their edu-
cation without fear of 
being suddenly up-
rooted.” 

Under the Emergency 
Rental Assistance pro-
gram, the state of 
New Mexico is distrib-
uting nearly $170 mil-
lion to pay back, cur-
rent or future rent 
and utility bills for eli-
gible families. 

Eligible households 
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may receive up to 15 
months of assistance plus 
three additional months -
- if funding is available -- 
to ensure housing stabil-
ity. Assistance awards 
can be used for unpaid, 
current and future rent 
and utilities, although 
priority will be placed on 
paying past-due rent and 
utilities. 

The Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program was 
established by the Con-
solidated Appropriations 
Act of 2021. In New Mex-
ico, the Department of 
Finance and Administra-
tion has been adminis-
tering the program since 
April 5 in partnership 
with the City of Albu-
querque. 

Renters across the state 
are eligible for the pro-
gram -- except for resi-
dents of Bernalillo and 
Doña Ana counties and 
those who live in a pueb-
lo or tribal area. Those 
two counties, as well as 
tribal governments, will 
administer their own 
Rental Assistance Pro-
grams, which can be ac-
cessed through links at 
RentHelpNM.org. 

An application for rental 
assistance may be sub-
mitted by either an eligi-
ble household or by a 
landlord on behalf of 
that eligible household. 
In general, funds will be 
paid directly to landlords 
and utility service pro-

viders. If a landlord does 
not wish to participate, 
funds may be paid di-
rectly to the eligible 
household. 

Landlords and utility pro-
viders are encouraged to 
download a W9 and sub-
mit it to the Department 
of Finance and Admin-
istration via ERAVen-
dor.Relations@state.nm.
us as soon as possible to 
ensure a streamlined 
process for receiving 
payment. 

In addition, the New 
Mexico Homeowner Assis-
tance Fund -- a $1 mil-
lion, six-month pilot pro-
gram co-sponsored by 
the state and the New 
Mexico Mortgage Finance 
Authority -- was an-
nounced this week and is 
the first state program 
specifically for home-
owners. 

The assistance covers 
past-due and current 
mortgage payments for 
income-eligible New 
Mexicans who have expe-
rienced a financial hard-
ship associated with the 
COVID-19 health crisis. 

The New Mexico Home-
owner Assistance Fund 
replaces the COVID-19 
Homeowner Assistance 
Program, which also 
served homeowners with 
housing cost assistance 
payments. The Mortgage 
Finance Authority will 
make payments directly 

to mortgage or loan ser-
vicers, escrow compa-
nies, or other housing 
providers. To be eligible 
for the program, house-
hold income must not 
exceed 100 percent of 
the area median income. 

Applications can be 
made online at hous-
ingnm.org or by calling 
505.308.4206 or toll-free 
866.488.0498 to request 
a paper application. 

More information about 
both programs, including 
income eligibility and 
frequently asked ques-
tions, are available on 
the Department of Fi-
nance and Administration 
website. 

Other assistance pro-
grams available right 
now to eligible New Mex-
icans include: 

 Connectivity: The 
Emergency Broadband 
Benefit program pro-
vides a $50 monthly 
credit on the cost of 
high-speed internet 
($75 for households 
on tribal land) and a 
one-time credit of 
$100 to buy a digital 
device. For more in-
formation, including 
an FAQ and a list of 
participating provid-
ers: fcc.gov/
emergency-
broadband-benefit-
program. 

 Health care: Lower 
your costs and sign up 
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Mescalero Apache Telecom, Inc. Coronavirus (COVID-
19) 

Emergency Broadband Benefit Program 

for health care at 
Healthcare.gov or call 
800-318-2596. If you 
lost your insurance, 
get help with the cost 
of COBRA coverage 
here: DOL.gov/
general/topic/health-
plans/cobra 

 Food: Connect with 
New Mexico’s Supple-
mental Nutrition As-
sistance Program at 
Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) | New 
Mexico Human Ser-
vices Department 
(state.nm.us) Stu-
dents ages 1-18 can 
also pick up free grab

-and-go summer 
meals at more than 
700 sites across New 
Mexico. Find one near 
you: summer-
foodnm.org. 

 Unemployment: Get 
an extra $300 per 
week and unemploy-
ment benefits ex-
tended until Sept. 6. 
Sign up at the New 
Mexico Department of 
Workforce Solutions 

 Free COVID-19 vac-
cine: Get an appoint-
ment for a free shot 
near you at vac-
cinenm.org. You can 
also sign up at Sweep-

stakes | NMDOH 
(vax2themaxnm.org) 
for a new statewide 
vaccination incentive 
program that is offer-
ing a total of $10 mil-
lion in prize money, 
free travel packages, 
state parks passes 
and more. 

The Emergency Broad-
band Benefit (EBB) pro-
gram will provide a dis-
count of up to  $50 per 
month toward broadband 
service for eligible 
households and up to $75 
per month for households 
on Tribal lands for those 
who need assistance.  

Who is eligible for the 
Emergency Broadband 
Benefit Program? 

A household is eligible if 
one member of the 
household: 

Qualifies for the Lifeline 
program, including those 
that are on Medicaid, at 

or below 135% of Federal 
Poverty Guidelines, or 
accept SNAP benefits; or 

Receives benefits under 
the free and reduced-
price school breakfast/
lunch programs; or 

Pell grant recipients; or 

Those who have lost jobs 
or have seen their in-
come reduced since Feb-
ruary-2020, subject to 
certain income re-
strictions; or 

Total 2020 income of 
household is at or below 
$99,000 for single filers, 
or $198,000 for joint fil-

ers; or 

Meets eligibility criteria 
for a participating pro-
viders’ existing low-
income or COVID-19 pro-
gram. 

When Can I Sign Up for 
the Benefit? 

The program is sched-
uled to begin May 12, 
2021, MATI customers 
will start signing up on 
this date. MATI will pro-
vide any necessary assis-
tance in signing up for 
benefits.  

**At the conclusion of 
the benefit, customers 
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will be subject to the 
provider’s rate, terms 
and conditions if the cus-
tomer continues to sub-
scribe to the broadband 
service.  

Mescalero Apache Tele-
com, Inc. 

P.O. Box 229 / 75 Carrizo 
Canyon Road 

Mescalero, NM 88340 
(575) 464-4039 

Mescalero Elderly and CHR News 

A special welcome mes-
sage from the program 

director Michaelene 
Ahidley 

Community friends and 
elders, it has been a long 
while since we have 
been together.  Despite 
what we have all been 
through, we are blessed 
to have each other and 
are looking forward to 
when we can all be to-
gether again at the cen-
ter.  

We are in the early plan-
ning stages of safely re-
turning back to opening 
the building.  Some of 
the improvements in-
clude a new lobby area 
with additions to keep all 
of us safe.  We are in the 
planning stage of build-
ing an outdoor patio 
complete with shaded 
areas and seating.  

Our building now houses 
the CHR program which 
are servicing the commu-
nity alongside our elderly 
program.  

For the time being the 
elderly program is still 
under COVID-19 guid-
ance.  We will continue 
to serve homebound and 
Grab “n” Go meals Mon-
day through Friday from 
11:00 to Noon.  Tribal 
members and affiliates 
ages 50 and older are eli-
gible.  CHR is offering 
service for ages pre-natal 
and up. Services include 

transportation, medica-
tion pick-up and deliv-
ery, monthly health edu-
cation and outreach in 
the community  

We are looking forward 
to opening up again but 
for the time being we 
ask you to stay safe, get 
a vaccine and follow the 
safety protocols of the 
tribe and the CDC.  Our 
love and prayers to you 
all as we continue to 
beat the COVID-19.  

New CHR contact    
numbers 

Mescalero Community 
Health now has their own 
phone number.  To reach 
them please call 464-
9256.  If you are looking 
for a specific CHR person 
here are their exten-
sions.  Martha extension 
100, Sandra extension 
101, Clair extension 102, 
Justine extension 103, 
and the front desk is 
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104.  Please keep in 
mind that if you can’t 
get an answer you may 
also call the elderly cen-
ter at 464-1614. 

NMSO and Walk4Fitness 

Mescalero Apache Senior 
Olympics team is gearing 
up for the games.  We 
have started a Walk4 Fit-
ness club and are begin-

ning to slowly get back 
on the move.  The club 
meets every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 
at 9:00 at the elderly 
center parking lot.  
There are many competi-
tive walking events 
planned for the next 
Senior Olympics and part 
of the club focuses on 
these events.  Join in on 

the fun. If you are inter-
ested please call the el-
derly center at 464-1614. 

4TH of July parade 

This year the center will 
once again have a con-
cession stand.  We will 
be selling our delicious 
1005 all beef hot dogs, 
snow cones and popcorn.  
All proceeds will go to 
the elderly program.  We 
hope you all come by and 
see us. 

New Facebook page 

We have a new Facebook 
page.  Check us out at 
Mescalero Elderly Pro-
gram for news and cur-
rent events!  Make sure 
to like us! 

The Mescalero Apache Tribe was sadden to hear of the 215 children 

remains that were discovered at the Kamloops Residential School in 

Canada.  

We stand with and offer our condolences and prayers to the fami-

lies and community that were greatly impacted by this devastating 

discovery.  

We honor those 215 children who never made it home. 

 
EVERY CHILD MATTERS. 
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We, at the fish hatch-
ery, hope that you and 
your family have a safe 
and happy holiday.  

The hatchery is now 
open for visitors and 
tours.   

Our hours of operation 
are M-F, 8-430 p.m.  
Call ahead for weekend 
hours (575-464-8768). 

The fish hatchery is a 
program run under the 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
and the Southwest Trib-
al Fisheries Commission. 

We have a staff of 7 on 
station, plus a Director. 

We hatch and raise rain-
bow trout. 

At the facility, we 
have16 inside tanks; 10 
outside raceways with 
covered mesh canopies; 
2 raceways within a 
metal Quonset building; 
and a separate building 
that holds 11 circular 
fish tanks. 

With our doors now open 
to the public and as the 
summer begins, we in-
vite you to come visit 

the hatchery.  

We have picnic tables 
available throughout the 
grounds. 

While we are happy to 
be open again, we ask 
that all visitors follow 
COVID guidelines. 

Information available 
upon entrance to facili-
ty. 

More Hatchery News! 

8 of the 16 concrete 
tanks in the tank house 
have been refurbished. 

A new solar panel sys-
tem was installed to cut 
down the cost of elec-
tricity use in the recir-
culation tank house. 

In March we welcomed a 
new member to our 
staff.  

Mr. Cloyce Salazar be-
came our CDL fish truck 
driver. 

The hatchery received 
results for the annual 
disease testing.  

All fish on station are 
disease-free! Good job 
staff! 

The hatchery received 
200K trout eggs that 
were hatched in incuba-
tion trays. 

For Earth Day, the staff 
did a clean-up at Firman 
Lake. 

Firman is 1 of 4 water 
bodies on the reserva-

tion that the hatchery 
stocks with fish for trib-
al members. 

We look forward to 
providing Apache Scout 
readers with monthly 
updates.  

If you have any ques-
tions for us, please give 
us a call at 575-464-
8768. 

Happy 4th of July from Mescalero Tribal Fish 
Hatchery! 
Hatchery News 
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Religion 

Apache Assembly of God 
July activities 

Drive-By Community 
Meal 

First Monday of Each 
Month  

5:30pm-6:30pm 

The month of July, the 
community meal will be 
Thursday, July 15 at 
1:00 p.m. rather than 
the 2nd Monday at 5:30 
p.m. 

VBS and Outreach to 
Mescalero Community 

218 Yucca Drive 

Pastor Gary Phone: 575-
201-8706  

July 2021 Special Ser-
vices 

Sunday Morning Service 
July 11th at 10:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting July 12th—
15th 

Children’s VBS 10:00 AM 

Children and Youth ser-
vices nightly at 6:30 PM 

We will pick up those in 
need of a ride to the 
church in the van and 
take them back to their 
homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
for Children 

Teaching, Music, Games 
and Fun for Youth 

*Thursday, July 15th* 

Games and Fun for 
Youth and Children at 
11:00 AM 

FREE COMMUNITY COOK 
OUT at 1:00 PM 

Worship Service 6:30PM 

Special giveaways for 
Youth and Children! 
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As we bring in the SUMMER, we challenge ALL HOMES ON THE 

RESERVATION to a Yard Clean-Up Challenge! Choose to accept?  

Let’s bring out the beauty of our reservation while making visitors 

WISH they were from the homelands of the Mescalero Apache 

Tribe.  

What do you need to do? It’s simple. Pick up trash around your 

yard, cut and water your grass, start growing vegetables or flowers, 

hang up hummingbird feeders, build outdoor furniture, etc. The 

options are endless! 

Happy Summer! 
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Notes: 



Administration Offices 464-4494 

Accounting 464-9251 

Boys & Girls Club-Mescalero 464-9212 

Boys & Girls Club-Carrizo 464-6814 

Care Center 464-4802 

Cattle Growers 464-4703 

Child Care Center-Mescalero 464-9224 

Child Care Center-Carrizo 464-3000 

CHR 464-9256 

Center Maintenance 464-9260 

Conservation Law Enforcement 464-9323 

Cultural Center & Museum 464-9254 

DRMP/Fence Crew/Land Office 464-4711 

Economic Development 464-9244 

Early Childhood 464-9328 

Education 464-4500 

Elderly Center 464-1614 

Fire & Rescue 464-3473 

Fish Hatchery 464-8768 

Fitness Center 464-4368 

Forest Products 464-4720 

Four Directions Treatment & 
Recovery (Rehab) 

464-4432 

Gas Company 464-4323 

Head Start-Mescalero 464-9183 

Head Start-Carrizo 464-3492 

Health Ed./Diabetes Program 464-6383 

Historic Preservation 464-3005 

Housing 464-9235 

Housing Warehouse 464-9159 

Human Resources 464-9276 

Language Program 464-2152 

Library 464-5010 

MATI 464-4039 

Native Connections 464-4976 

Parks & Recreation 464-2988 

Patient Benefits 464-9232 

Prosecutor’s Office 464-9205 

Prevention Program 464-4516 

Public Defender’s 464-9213 

Social Services 464-9328 

Swimming Pool 464-9248 

Tribal Court 464-0414 

Tribal Enterprises 464-4969 

Tribal Lounge 464-4319 

Tribal Maintenance 464-9289 

Tribal Roads 464-4311 

Tribal Store 464-9319 

Tribal Utilities 464-0254 

VAWA 464-0079 

WIOA 464-9217 

Youth Development 464-0648 

Assembly of God 464-4747 

Baptist Church 464-4659 

Reformed Church 464-4471 

St. Joseph’s Mission 464-4473 

BIA Offices: 

Facilities 464-4282 

Forestry 464-4419 

Call Directory—Tribal Departments & Programs 

East L.A. 464-4549 

Old Road 464-4674 

IHS 464-4441 

Inn of the Mountain 
Gods 

464-7777 

Mescalero Post Office 464-4550 

Mescalero Schools 464-4431 

Ruidoso Schools (575) 630-7000 

Tularosa Schools (575) 585-8800 

WIC Office 464-0932 

Call Directory—Most Used Numbers 
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