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Native American Beef
Labatt Food Service Seeks Mescalero Cattle Growers

On the cool crisp evening
of March 1, 2016, mem-
bers of the Mescalero
Apache Tribal Council,
administration executive
staff, IMG executive Staff
and Labatt Food Service
executive staff congre-
gated in Wendell’s Steak
and Seafood restaurant to
welcome in, on the menu,
a new product produced
on the Mescalero reserva-
tion.

On this evening, guest
were given the opportu-
nity to taste and help
launch Mescalero Apache
steaks on the menu at

IMG’s Wendell’s Steak and
Seafood restaurant, and
not just any steak but
USDA Certified Choice and
Prime cut steaks, the best
of the best.

Tuesday night’s event
marked the culmination of
four years of meetings,
presentations, and a lot of
hard work on the part of
many people. Without the
patience of Labatt Food
Service and the commit-
ment of all those who
work for the Mescalero

Cattles Growers, Mescalero
Beef wouldn’t be a reality
within the tribal enter-
prises.

The journey began in 2012
when the New Mexico In-
dian Affairs Department
(laD) and Labatt Food Ser-
vice (Labatt) partnered to-
gether to create and launch
the “Native American Beef
Program”. IAD and Labatt
set out to find tribal part-
ners who wanted to partici-
pate in the program and
began meeting with various
tribal leaders and tribal
councils. The first partici-
pants in the program was a
conglomerate of Navajo
Ranchers on the Padres
Mesa in western
New Mexico and
Eastern Arizona
and the first
wave of beef to
hit the markets
under the Na-
tive American
Beef program
was Navajo
beef.

IAD and Labatt
continued their
out reached and

even came to Mescalero at
the time to pitch the idea
as a catalyst to jump start
Mescalero’s beef industry
but found little interest at
the time amongst the coun-
cil members. Together, 1AD
and Labatt pushed forward
seeking tribal partners and
eventually partnered with
the Jicarilla Apache Tribe’s
rancher association. It was-
n’t long before Jicarilla
raised beef and was being
featured in the tribe’s ca-
sino restaurants for all to
enjoy while partaken in its
unique taste.

In January of 2015, changes
in IAD’s administration oc-
curred which refocused the
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priorities of department;
while still supportive of
the Mative American Beef
Program; 14D began ad-
dressing other issues
within tribal communities
which left Labatt to con-
tinue its outreach alone.
Labatt again approached
the Mescalero Apache
Tribe and were finally
given an opportunity to
bid during the tribe’s next
cattle sale. Labatt offered
its bid and came out on
top which then kick
started the initiative to
bring Mescalero Beef into
the tribe’s enterprises.
Labatt has since been
waorking closely with the
tribe’s cattle manager and
the all the cowboys at
number one. According to
representatives from
Labatt, when they bought
cattle from the tribe, it
was the first time that all
beef produced rated LUSDA
certified Choice or Prime.
Many of the cowboys at
Cow Camp #1 have ex-
pressed their pride in pro-
ducing a quality product
that is being featured
here in Mescalero at IMG.
At Tuesday night’s event,
Duane Duffy, Chief of
Staff for the tribe stated,
#This is something that we
should all be proud of
here in Mescalero. This is
the first time our Apache
beef is being featured at
our enterprises and is of
the highest quality, all
natural and grass fed. This
endeavor will lead to eco-

nomic diversification, job
creation and will repre-
sent a new revenue
stream coming into the
tribal coffers.” Many of
the nights guest agreed
and showed their deep
appreciation for the job
that is being done at Cow
Camp #1. Councilman Ben
Martinez also spoke and
stated, “In the beginning
many of us were unsure
about the program and
the process which it would
follow, but after seeing it
in practice and the quality
of the beef, the end prod-
uct speaks for itself. #
Councilman Christie La-
paz, Jr. also said a few
words and started out by
jokingly saying, “l came
here tonight and I'm a
vegetarian.” He continued
by saying, “This is a good
thing for the tribe, this is
something | never thought
would happen and 1am
proud of the guys at Cow
Camp.” His sentiments
were echoed by many of
the night's guest and all
those present enjoyed the
exceptional meal that was
prepared by Wendell's
staff.

& short video was pro-
duced about the program
at Mescalero
and featured a
number of tribal
members, the
video can be
found on You-
Tube if you wish
to view it. Mes-
calero Beefis a
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quality product produced
on the Mescalero Apache
Reservation, it is all natu-
ral and grass fed. “We are
excited about the oppor-
tunities this endeavor will
bring to the tribe and are
extremely proud of the
high quality of our beef.”
stated Gabe Aguilar, Vice
President of the tribe.

If you happen to find
yourself at the Inn later
this month, be sure to ask
about Mescalero Beef and
taste for yourself the
guality of this fine Apache
product. I"'m sure you
won’t be disappointed. To
all those that played a
role in making Mescalero
Beef a reality, thank you
for your commitment and
hard work. Hope to see
you at the Inn and as
Councilman Martinez said,
“the end product speaks
for itself.”




A Message from DRMP
Surface Water Quality Staff

Clean water is becoming
more and more a fading
resource in our Mation and
all over the World. We
must all do our part in
protecting Mescalero’s
waters. Below are some
facts from the USEPA:

A new report by the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency found that the
majority of rivers and
streams in this country
can't support healthy
aquatic life and the trend
is going in the wrong di-
rection. The report labels
55 percent of the nation’s
water ways as being in
"poor” condition and an-
other 23 percent as just
“fair.” Only 21 percent of
rivers are considered
"good” and “healthy bio-
logical communities.”
Even worse, the number
of rivers and streams that
qualify as "good” went

sites, choke off healthy
plant growth, which turn

leads to more soil erosion,

more flooding, and un-
healthy fish and wildlife.
The pollution filters down
to humans too, since
that's the water we drink
and the animals we eat.
The study also found in-
creased bacteria that in
so0me areas “exceeds
thresholds protective of
human health” and an-
other 13,000 miles of the
rivers that have fish with
unhealthy amounts of
mercury in them. The
warst areas for river pal-
lution are the Mortheast
and Deep South, where a
shocking 71 percent of
rivers rated "poor.”

One of the major indica-
tors of the decline of
healthy aquatic life is the
decline in water-bome
insects. By measuring the

down saven perce NE  Biological Condition — Macroimvertebraze MMI

between 2004 and
2009,

The reason for
these failing grades

is, of course, pollu-  w e
tion; specifically, -:.:,

B3 Oars

phosphorus and ni-
trogen pollution
that comes from
fertilizer and
wastewater run-off.
Those chemicals,
which come from
farms and industrial
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declining health of the in-
sect populations, environ-
mentalists take that as
warning sign that other
wildlife will soon follow
(httpz//

www .thewire.com/
national /20137037 half-all-
us-rivers-are-too-polluted-
our-health/635797).
According to the biological
condition map our area
appears to be in better
shape than most, so it is
our intent to keep it that
way. Once it's Llost, it may
never be recovered?
Consequently, the Mesca-
lero Apache Tribe complies
with Clean Water Act of
1977 (CWA), Water Quality
Act of 1987 (WQA), and
Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA). Subsequently, the
Surface Water Quality De-
partment (SWQD) is funded
by a USEPA 106 Grant. The
information below de-




Page 4

We ask that eve-
ryone dare to
learn more about
preserving our
water,

ms, springs,
and lakes clean.

Contactus at 575
-464-4711

scribes some but not all of

the DRMP Surface Water

Quality Departments ex-

pectations under the

USEPA 106 Grant:

CWA Section 8106 Water

Pollution Control Grants

Purpose

“To assist Federally-

recognized Indian Tribes

develop institutional ca-
pacity to administer water
quality programs and pro-
tect natural resources.”

Eligible Activities (but not

limited to this list)

* Performing water qual-
ity monitoring and as-
sessments

» Carrying out activities
to meet the three re-
porting requirements
(for more information,
see below)

1. Develop a monitoring
strategy

Z. Submission of data is a
STORET-compatible
format

3. Annual Water Quality
Assessment Report

s Hiring qualified staff to
identify and prioritize
water quality issues

s Leasing/renting office
space and purchasing
water quality monitor-
ing equipment and sup-
plies

»« Developing a Monpoint
Source Assessment Re-
port and Management
Program Plan

» Conducting studies re-
lated towater pollu-
tion control

+« Implementing and en-
forcing water pollu-
tion control measures
»« Developing and imple-
menting ground water
quality monitoring
programs
» Developing tribal-
approved Water Qual-
ity Standards (WQ5)
+ Developing a 305(b)
Report
« Training and travel
We've been enhancing our
efforts for decades to
keep up with future chal-
lenges. For example, Mes-
calero’s population has
risen, and there’s been an
increase in Tribal enter-
prises where as in some
areas they have been
modified. The population
outside our borders has
also increased, and we
have witnessed the catas-
trophic effects of fires,
and climate change. all
these, including the
chemicals you use; the
animals you
raise; the areas
you drive; and
basically, wher-
ever you choose
to exist, all will
affect our pre-
cious surface
and ground wa-
ter.
As caring peo-
ple, we ask that
everyone dare
to learn maore
about preserving
our water. The
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SWOD will be stepping up
its attemp ts to create
more awareness. We look
forward to engaging in
public forums, sending out
leaflets and pursuing
other means of public
communication. In this,
we'd Like to wish you all
happiness, and remember
not to pollute. Keep our
streams, springs, and
lakes clean. Also, remem-
ber that whatever you put
into the ground will end
up in our groundwater.
You may think it just dis-
appears or blends in, but
most non-biodegradable
items will filter into our
water. Wa thank you on
behalf of the Division of
Resource Management and
Protection, Surface Water
Quality Department.
Please contact us at 575-
464-4711 if you have any
guestions or if you want
bring something fo our
attention.

Division of Resource

Management & Protection






