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2023-2024 Vaccine Update 
Mescalero IHS 

With cold and flu sea-
son emerging it is im-
portant to get vac-
cinated. Mescalero 
Indian Health Service 
will start administer-
ing Influenza vaccines 
to children and adults 
who are 6 months of 
age and older starting 
October 2023. The In-
fluenza vaccine has 
been shown to reduce 
the risk of worsening 
flu-related chronic 
lung disease, decrease 
hospitalizations, and/
or prevent death.  

Coming soon possibly 
mid October 2023 is 
also the new Covid-19 
vaccine manufactured 
by Moderna and Pfizer 
to include a monova-
lent (single) compo-
nent that corresponds 
to the Omicron vari-
ant XBB.1.5. To be 
eligible to receive a 
single dose of an up-
dated mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine you must be 6 
months of age or older 
and it must be at least 
2 months since the 
last dose of any COVID
-19 vaccine. According 

to the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
individuals who re-
ceive an updated 
mRNA COVID-19 vac-
cine may experience 
similar side effects as 
those reported by in-
dividuals who previ-
ously received mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccines. 
The FDA anticipates 
that the composition 
of COVID-19 vaccines 
may need to be up-
dated annually, as is 
done for the seasonal 
influenza vaccine.  

Also, coming in Octo-
ber 2023 is the new 
Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus (RSV) Vaccine. 
This vaccine is ap-
proved for individuals 
60 years of age and 
older. RSV is a highly 
contagious virus that 
causes infections of 
the lungs and breath-
ing passages in indi-
viduals of all age 
groups. RSV circula-
tion is seasonal, typi-
cally starting during 
the fall and peaking in 
the winter. In older 
adults, RSV is a com-

mon cause of lower 
respiratory tract dis-
ease, which affects 
the lungs and can 
cause life-threatening 
pneumonia and bron-
chiolitis (swelling of 
the small airway pas-
sages in the lungs) 
(Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, 2023).  

All three vaccines can 
be administered at 
the same time if avail-
able in different sites 
of the deltoid muscle 
(upper arm) for chil-
dren and adults and 
vastus lateralis (thigh) 
for infants. 

With the emergence 
of cold and flu season 
let’s take action and 
get vaccinated to pro-
tect ourselves and our 
loved ones. 

If you have any ques-
tions please call 
Mescalero Indian 
Health Service 575-
464-4441. 

Thank you, 

LCDR Regina Scott 

United States Public 
Health Service 

Mescalero Indian 
Health Service 

Heading picture: Fish Hatch-
ery staff with SNARRC biolo-
gists. 
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September 16, 2023 was officially declared Otero County’s Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day! 

Chief Conservation Officer, Tyner Cervantes represented Mescalero 
Conservation and the Mescalero Apache Tribe as he was presented a 
Proclamation signed by Otero County Managers. The Proclamation au-
thorizes September 16, 2023 as “Thank A Police Officer Day/Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day”. 

Officers representing Mescalero 
Mescalero Conservation Department 
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Law Enforcement 
requests assistance 
with White Mountain 
Apache Tribe Fair & 
Rodeo 

Mescalero Conserva-
tion Officers, Jacob 
Mendez and Ryan 
Martinez assisted 
the White Mountain 
Apache Police De-
partment at their 
annual Fair and Ro-
deo. The Officers 
were also featured 
in the Parade. 
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Season has ended Labor Day weekend! We 
are closed as of Sept. 5th, 2023. Silver Lake 

will be having a few projects in the RV 
Park. Gravel will be put down for the road 
around the RV Park and will have concrete 
pads installed. Eagle Creek will be in pro-
cess of getting the road replaced and will 

have construction work start soon. 
Mescalero Cabins will be under contract 
and have trees removed to have camping 

areas ready for next Season.  

Parks & Recreation 
Update 
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108 Central Ave  

P.O. Box 227 

Mescalero, NM 88340 

Phone: 575-464-9205 

 

Mission Statement:  

Our Mission is to assure that objectivity is supported to all individuals 
affected by crime in the criminal court system within the bounds of 
dignity and justice for all.  

 

Hours of Operation:  

Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm  

 

Criminal Arraignments: 

 Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. 

 

Pre-Trials:  

Tuesday Morning and Afternoons. 

Court Forms are available at the Prosecutors Office.  

 

Office of the Prosecutor Staff:  

Interim Chief Prosecutor: Melissa A. Chavez  

Email: machavez@mescaleroapachetribe.com  

 

Administrative Assistant: Valentina B. Morgan 

Email: vbmorgan@mescaleroapachetribe.com   

 

Current Job Openings: 

 Chief Prosecutor  

Assistant Prosecutor, II 

Apply with Human Resources.   

Office of the Prosecutor 
Highlights 

mailto:machavez@mescaleroapachetribe.com
mailto:vbmorgan@mescaleroapachetribe.com
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Religion 

Mescalero Reformed Church 
Ecclesia & Synagogue 

One of my seminary 
professors would al-
ways tell this story 
when he served as a 
pastor in Mississippi. 
He shared that when 
someone of the com-
munity would ask 
where is your church? 
he’d answer by saying: 
Well, Mr. Smith works 
as a mechanic around 
the corner, Miss Suzie 
is a local school teach-
er, and the Robinson 
family is just across 
the street. My profes-
sor knew that the 
question where is your 
church? typically re-
ferred to a building, 
but he took every 
chance he could to re-
mind his community 
that the church is a 
people and not merely 
a physical brick-and-
mortar location. 

 

There are three words 
for ‘church’ in the Bi-
ble. The first is a 
Greek word that is on-
ly used a few times, 
kyriakos, from which 
the Scottish people get 
the word kirk, which is 
translated into English 
as church. This word is 
typically in direct rela-
tion with the physical 
facility of a building. 

The other two Greek 
words are ekklesia and 
synagoge, from which 
we get the words ec-
clesia and synagogue. 
Ekklesia refers to the 
ones who are ‘called 
out’ and synagoge re-
fers to the ones who 
are ‘called together.’ 

 

In other words, we are 
the ekklesia because 
we are the ones who 
are identified and 
called out to serve and 
witness to Jesus Christ 
within the world. We 
are also the synagoge 
because we are the 
ones who are called 
together collectively 
to give praise and glo-
ry to the name of Je-
sus. I wonder though, 
do we see ourselves as 
such? Do we see our-
selves as the ones who 
are called out and 
called together? Do we 
see ourselves as a peo-
ple who are to be 
gathered together to 
give praise to God and 
then also sent out to 
give witness to God? 
Or do we see the 
church as a mere 
building that we occu-
py a few times a week 
for worship and maybe 
a Bible study or youth 

group meeting? 

This is all to say, at 
Mescalero Apache Re-
formed we desire to 
find a healthy balance 
of being the church 
and going to church. 
Of course, we want to 
see you at a Bible 
study or the youth 
group meeting, and 
then again on Sunday 
morning at 10:40 a.m. 
for communal worship, 
but we also hope to be 
the church throughout 
the week. 

 

I hope and pray we can 
give witness to the 
love and hope of Jesus 
Christ in the ways we 
work for our employ-
ers, help our kids off 
get ready for school, 
and even go out for 
breakfast at the Inn of 
the Mountain Gods. I 
hope we can be called 
together on a regular 
basis for worship and 
fellowship just as the 
early church was, but 
at the exact same time 
I hope we can be 
called out in all we do 
in order to point oth-
ers to Christ. So, join 
us as the called out 
and called together 
church who deeply de-
sires to grow closer to 
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each other as we grow 
closer to Him. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

 

Please know that you 
are always welcome to 
worship God and expe-
rience His mercy at 
Mescalero Reformed 
Church, as our arms 
(and our doors) are 
open to you if you are 
looking for a church 
home or just want to 
come visit.  

 

Mescalero Reformed 
Church 

336 Wardlaw Dr. 

P.O. Box 188 

Mescalero, NM  

(575) 464-4471 

 

Visit (and like) our 
Mescalero Reformed 
Church Facebook 
page! 

 

Email us at 
mescalerorc@gmail.co
m  

 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 – Sunday School 
for all ages - Children 
and Adults 

10:40 – Worship 

 

Opportunities for Fel-
lowship and Encour-
agement 

Women’s Bible Study 
– every Tuesday at 
6:00 pm in the sanctu-

ary. 

Women’s Gathering – 
every Wednesday at 
9:00 am in the church 
basement. 

Men’s Bible Study – 
every Wednesday at 
6:00 pm in the sanctu-
ary. 

Youth Group for Mid-
dle and High School – 
Monday at 6:00 pm.  

Kids’ Club – Thursday 
at 3:15 pm. 



Apache Scout Page 18 Volume VI I I ,  Issue 10  

Social Services Department and ICWA Program 
Department News & Highlights 
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Child Care & Development Fund Program 
Financial Assistance 

Located at 251A School Circle, Mescalero, NM 88340 

  

Financial Assistance for Child Care Services 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

The CCDF Program Offers financial assistance with child care to quali-
fied Native American families of a federally recognized tribe. The assis-
tance is available at three center-based child care centers located on 
the Mescalero Apache Reservation, also with an approved In-Home Pro-
vider of parent/guardian choice. 

 

The program is available to parents/guardians working, in training or 
attending an educational facility. 

 

A completed applications with original signatures will need to be sub-
mitted in person to the CCDF Monitor at the Mescalero Child Develop-
ment Center Office to be considered.  

 

Applications for the CCDF Program can be picked up at the Mescalero, 
Carrizo Child Development Centers and the IMG Team Member Child 
Care Center. 

 

We are only requesting information from immediate family; with lim-
ited housing we will not require all household information. 

 

Ages for child care assistance are six (6) weeks through twelve (12) 
years of age. There are consideration for children up to the age of 18. 

 

For more information regarding the CCDF-Child Care and Development 
Fund Program, please contact Toni Little-CCDF Monitor or Dannalyn 
Blake, Child Care Director/CCDF Coordinator. 
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Five Tribal Communities in New Mexico to 
Receive $98 Million 
Will Help Meet Goal to Bring High-Quality ECE to All 3-and 4-Year-Olds 
Kim Baca, Public Policy September 12, 2023 

Last week marked a 
historic moment for 
New Mexico in celebra-
tion of big strides in 
Tribal Relations and 
the PreK expansion. 
The events empha-
sized the importance 
of recognizing their 
tribal sovereignty and 
the unique needs of 
their language, culture 
and traditions infused 
in their programs. Pho-
to: New Mexico Early 
Childhood Education 
and Care Department. 

 Native American par-
ents in five tribal com-
munities in New Mexi-
co are celebrating 
more options in early 
childhood education as 
the state has awarded 
$98 million to the 
Mescalero Apache 
Tribe, the Pueblo of 
Nambé, the Navajo 
Nation and the 
To’Hajiilee Chapter of 
the Navajo Nation. The 
Pueblo of Tesuque, 
which was part of a 

pilot project, will con-
tinue and expand its 
pre-K program.  

 

Cotillion Sneddy, Early 
Childhood Education 
and Care Department 
assistant secretary for 
Native American Early 
Education and Care, 
said the funding is part 
of the state’s goal of 
providing universal, 
free pre-K throughout 
New Mexico.  

“This is the first phase 
of trying to meet our 
goal that every 3- and 
4-year-old have access 
to high-quality early 
childhood education 
no matter where they 
live, their background 
and their geological 
location in New Mexi-
co,” Sneddy said. 
“Children 3- and 4-
years-old need to be in 
school learning an ear-
ly childhood curricu-
lum, and be socialized 
in an environment that 

supports their early 
learning develop-
ment.”  

In 2022, voters in New 
Mexico approved a 
constitutional amend-
ment to guarantee the 
right to an early child-
hood education and 
increased the perma-
nent school fund to 
finance the initiative 
to fulfill Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham’s cam-
paign promise to pro-
vide free, statewide 
pre-K. A state legisla-
tive finance commit-
tee estimated that 
104% or more than 
$110 million in funding 
has been made availa-
ble after voter approv-
al. Pre-K teacher pay 
and the number of in-
structional hours have 
increased as part of 
the governor’s initia-
tive.  

Many sites statewide 
began offering free pre
-K this fall, which has 
no income require-
ments and focuses on 
academic progression. 
The state in April esti-
mated that nearly 
22,000 children were 
to be enrolled in pre-K 
this fall.  

The multiyear funding 
for tribes helped in-
crease instructional 
hours, expand class-
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room attendance, fund 
new and existing posi-
tions, and, in one 
case, create a new pre
-K program. Through a 
state-tribal intergov-
ernmental agreement 
that respects tribal 
sovereignty, or the 
right to govern them-
selves as nations, 
tribes had an oppor-
tunity to apply for 
funding and utilize it 
how it best fit their 
communities.  

“It wasn’t something 
that the State of New 
Mexico said we’ll give 
you this funding and 
you have to do this, 
this and this. Of 
course, there are cer-
tain requirements for a 
regular early childhood 
program but the spe-
cifics of what curricu-
lum they can use and 
what assessment that 
they can use was all up 
to the tribal communi-
ties,” Sneddy said.  

Educators with the 
Mescalero Apache 
Tribe in Southern New 
Mexico plan to open a 
Montessori school, 
which will incorporate 
the educational meth-
od of self-directed ac-
tivity, hands-on learn-
ing and collaborative 
play with the Apache 
language and culture. 
Mescalero Montessori 
will open on Septem-
ber 20 with eight stu-
dents whose parents 
secured spots after en-
tering a lottery.  

Rosario Dick, 
Mescalero’s Early 
Childhood director 
who will also be the 
Montessori teacher, 
said she plans on phas-
ing in teachers to grow 
the program annually 
by having assistants in 
the classroom who will 
then have their own 
classroom the follow-
ing year.  

Though there are two 
Head Start programs 
on the reservation, 
families are limited by 
federal income guide-
lines and the teacher-
student ratio. There 
also aren’t enough 
teachers to fill a class-
room, and many fami-
lies are on a wait list. 
Mescalero is also be-
tween two school dis-
tricts that are about 
20 miles away. But 
some parents like 
Christina Byers-
Hoahwah didn’t want 
her son who recently 
turned 3 to be bussed 
that far, especially 
when he has speech 
delays.  

“I really like the Mon-
tessori approach and 
the classroom size 
would be smaller than 
Head Start,” Byers-
Hoahwah said. “He 
was in a classroom 
with 12 children and it 
was too much for him 
at this developmental 
stage now.”  

Dick said the new 
school gives parents in 

the rural community 
another option, as well 
as strengthening 
Mescalero’s sovereign 
ability to continue to 
plan for the future of 
their youth.  

“It’s enriching their 
culture at such a 
young age, and hope-
fully they’ll take 
Apache classes in ele-
mentary all the way up 
to high school,” she 
said. “It’s a sizable 
population but in that 
small time frame it 
could easily disappear. 
This is starting early to 
preserve the culture 
and language before it 
dissipates and disap-
pears.”  
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New partnership helps Mescalero Apache tribal 
kids get needed services 
By Karla Sosa, September 6, 2023 

NEW MEXICO (KRQE) – 
A new partnership be-
tween the Mescalero 
Apache Tribe and East-
ern New Mexico Uni-
versity is helping tribal 
kids get much needed 
services. The tribe on-
ly has one speech 
pathologist working 
with nearly a dozen 
kids.  

More than half of them 
need some form of 
speech therapy, leav-
ing their one speech 
pathologist over-
whelmed. “We cur-
rently have one speech 
therapist and it’s also 
via telehealth, but it’s 
just a little too much. 
If we keep providing 
the once a week ma-
jority of the 11 chil-
dren get the services it 
is a little too much for 
her,” said Rosario 
Dick, Mescalero 
Apache Early Child-
hood Program Direc-
tor.  

With a national short-
age of speech language 
pathologists, the 
Mescalero Apache Ear-
ly Childhood Program 
was looking for a way 
to take some of the 
load off their special-
ist. That’s why they’re 
teaming up with 
ENMU. The new part-
nership will not just 
provide therapy for 

those kids in need but 
will also benefit stu-
dents enrolled in the 
Communicative Disor-
ders Program.  

Suzanne Swift, Profes-
sor of Communicative 
Disorders, Graduate 
Program Director and 
Coordinator said four 
ENMU students have 
been selected for the 
program. Each session 
will be done through 
video conference calls. 
“All of the students 
providing services to 
the Mescalero Apache 
Tribe will be super-
vised by a senior 
speech language 
pathologist ,” said 
Swift.  

The university said this 
is the first time 
they’ve partnered up 
with a tribe. All of the 
students who were se-
lected to be part of 
this partnership went 
through a background 
check.  
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Mescalero Tribal Fish Hatchery 
News & Activities: July—September 2023 submitted by Shelley Belin, 
Hatchery Manager 

The Mescalero Tribal 
Fish Hatchery raises 
only rainbow trout. 
Rainbow trout are 
raised at the hatchery 
from egg to hatchling, 
to adult size.  A 10-
inch trout is consid-
ered an adult and that 
is the size the hatchery 
will start stocking 
them into lakes and 
streams. Rainbow trout 
are a fast-growing 
trout and are low 
maintenance, but be-
cause the fish at the 
hatchery are raised ex-
clusively in concrete 
rearing tanks, they do 
require daily feeding 
by staff. They also re-
quire their tanks and 
raceways to be cleaned 
daily to prevent waste 
build-up which can 
harm the fish.  

 

Part of the daily clean-
ing and feeding of the 
rainbow trout at the 
hatchery is to continu-
ally observe the water 
and the behavior of 
the fish. Rainbow trout 
need good water quali-
ty for survival and 
growth.  Water from 5 
natural springs flow 
through spring catch-
ments and enter the 
hatchery starting in 
the tank house.  The 
tank house holds 16 
concrete tanks. Water 
quality data is collect-

ed daily for each tank. 
If mortalities are ob-
served, they are count-
ed and recorded.  Ac-
curate records of wa-
ter quality and fish 
mortality numbers help 
staff recognize if an 
event is going to take 
place and prepare 
steps to take to pre-
vent any further loss of 
fish. This includes 
sending sample of live 
fish to the Fish Health 
Center in Dexter, NM.  

 

Another important ob-
servation that the staff 
make daily is to ensure 
the water through col-
umn aerators is free-
flowing. 

                                                                                         

Column aerators are 
filled with small plastic 
“koke rings” and 
topped with a plastic 
mesh screen. The koke 
rings have small holes 
through them. This al-
lows for the break-up 
of incoming gasses 
such at nitrogen and 
carbon dioxide that 
can be dangerous to 
fish health. The koke 
rings also allow for ox-
ygen to be created as 
it enters the fish tanks.  
When cleaning the col-
umn aerators, the wa-
ter to the tanks must 
be shut off.  Freshwa-
ter fish such as the 
rainbow trout need 
constant flowing of wa-
ter and oxygen to sur-
vive and avoid stressful 
situations. That is why 
an emergency plug is 
pulled to keep water 
flowing into tanks. It is 
a quick process to 
switch out clean koke 
rings re-set the column 
aerators.  Generally, 
fish are taken off feed 
for the day when there 
is any activity involving 
handling them or that 
could affect slight 
changes in water quali-
ty. 
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SNARRC (Southwest 
Native Aquatic Re-
source and Recovery 
Center) spent 2 days 
at the hatchery pre-
senting to the staff on 
fish health. The in-
structors were Mr. 
Huseyin Kucuktas and 
Mr. Jason Woodland, 

both fisheries biolo-
gists, specializing in 
fish parasites, viruses, 
bacteria. The infor-
mation they provided 
was directly related to 
the health of freshwa-
ter fish at the hatch-
ery. SNARRC went over 
diseases common to 

rainbow trout. They 
also went over what 
observations to make 
about the fish that 
could indicate a health 
issue. We appreciate 
SNARRC being able to 
travel to Mescalero to 
offer this training to 
the fish hatchery staff! 

Mescalero Tribal Fish Hatchery 
PO Box 190 / 234 Trout Loop 

Mescalero NM  88340 
Office: 575-464-8768   

BIA Law Enforcement recognized 
Mescalero Roads Department employee 
Lorenzo Saenz. 

Mr. Saenz has assisted Law Enforcement 
in coming out on short notice to clear 
roadways during storms. 

Mr. Saenz also assisted in trouble shooting 
a generator during the 2023 Fourth of Ju-
ly Feast. 

Lorenzo's assistance is greatly appreciat-
ed. 

Chief James Vepley 

Mescalero BIA Law Enforcement recognizes 
Tribal employee 
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Call Directory—Tribal Departments & Programs 

Administration Offices 464-4494 

Accounting 464-9251 

Boys & Girls Club-Mescalero 464-9212 

Boys & Girls Club-Carrizo 464-6814 

Care Center 464-4802 

Cattle Growers 464-4703 

Child Care Center-Mescalero 464-9224 

Child Care Center-Carrizo 464-3000 

CHR 464-9256 

Center Maintenance 464-9260 

Conservation Law Enforcement 464-9323 

Cultural Center & Museum 464-9254 

DRMP 464-4711 

Early Childhood 464-9328 

Education 464-4500 

Elderly Center 464-1614 

Emergency Management 464-4711 

Emergency Rental Assistance 
(ERA) 

464-9216  

Fence Crew 464-4711 

Fire & Rescue 464-3473 

Fish Hatchery 464-8768 

Fitness Center 464-4368 

Sawmill 464-4720 

Four Directions Treatment & 
Recovery (Rehab) 

464-4432 

Gas Company 464-4323 

Head Start-Mescalero 464-9183 

Head Start-Carrizo 464-3492 

Health Ed./Diabetes Program 464-6383 

Historic Preservation 464-3005 

Housing 464-9235 

Housing Warehouse 464-9159 

Human Resources 464-9276 

Land Office 464-4974 

Language Program 464-2152 

Library 464-5010 

MATI 464-4039 

Parks & Recreation 464-2988 

Patient Benefits 464-9232 

Prosecutor’s Office 464-9205 

Prevention Program 464-4516 

Public Defender’s 464-9213 

Social Services 464-9328 

Swimming Pool 464-9248 

Tribal Court 464-0414 

Tribal Maintenance 464-9289 

Tribal Roads 464-4311 

Tribal Store 464-9319 

Tribal Utilities 464-0254 

VAWA 464-0079 

WIOA 464-9217 

Assembly of God 464-4747 

Baptist Church 464-4659 

Reformed Church 464-4471 

St. Joseph’s Mission 464-4473 

BIA Offices: 

Facilities 464-4282 

Forestry 464-4419 

East L.A. 464-4549 

Old Road 464-4674 

IHS 464-4441 

Inn of the Mountain Gods 464-7777 

Mescalero Post Office 464-4550 

Mescalero Schools 464-4431 

Ruidoso Schools (575) 630-7000 

Tularosa Schools (575) 585-8800 

WIC Office 464-0932 

Call Directory—Most Used Numbers 

*Updated 5/19/23 
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