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Inside the issue: 

The Society of Ameri-
can Indian Dentists 
(SAID) announces their 
2021-23 Board of Di-
rectors.  This year, 
the board expands to 
nine voting members 
including, for the first 
time ever, a student 
dentist.  Additionally, 
SAID hired its first Ex-
ecutive Director to 
mobilize the organiza-
tion’s efforts to reach 
the goals of increasing 
its membership and 
furthering the collabo-
rative efforts of the 
organization.  

 

SAID’s newly elected 
President, Dr. Felicia 
Fontenot said, “I am 
extremely humbled to 
carry the torch of the 
SAID Presidency.  I 
will continue to advo-
cate for resources and 
actions that will help 
increase the number 
of Native Americans in 
our profession of den-
tistry. In my actions as 
the first Mescalero 
Apache dentist, and as 
a female dentist I 

have had to become 
comfortable with the 
discomfort of being 
the only person like 
me in the room.  But I 
will not be comforta-
ble with the current 
status of our repre-
sentation in this 
field. I am committed 
to action and not un-
decided in where I 
stand in my response 
to systemic racism 
and other barriers 
that prevent our peo-
ple from becoming 
dentists, and bar our 
communities from ob-
taining the oral health 
care they need.”    

 

2021-2023 Board of 
Directors 

 

 Felicia Fontenot, 
D.D.S, (Mescalero 
Apache) - Presi-
dent 

 Cristin Haase, 
D.M.D., M.P.H. 
(Cheyenne River 
Sioux) - Vice Presi-
dent 

 Adrian Sandoval, 
D.D.S. (Navajo) - 
Secretary 

 Frederick John, 
D.M.D. (Pyramid 
Lake Paiute) - 
Treasurer and Im-
mediate Past Presi-
dent 

 George Blue 
Spruce, Jr., 
D.D.S., M.P.H., 
Pueblo (Laguna/
Ohkay-Owingeh) – 
President Emeritus 
and Founder 

 Jessica Bremer-
man, D.D.S. 
(Yakama Nation) - 
At-Large Board 
Member 

 Seth Brooks, D.D.S. 
(Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma) - At-
Large Board Mem-
ber 

 Tommie Chavis II, 
Student Dentist 
(Lumbee) - At-
Large Board Mem-
ber 

 Jessica A. Rickert, 
D.D.S. 
(Anishinaabe) - At-

Heading picture: Courtesy of 
Erica Bradley Enjady, Guada-
lupe Mountains 2017  
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Large Board Mem-
ber 

 Jerry Snell, D.D.S. 
(Cherokee) - At-
Large Board Mem-
ber 

  

As the first Student 
Dentist of the SAID 
Board, Student Dr. 
Tommie Chavis II rep-
resents 30+ SAID stu-
dent members.  He 
states, “I am very ex-
cited to be taking on 
the role of student 
member on the SAID 
board to represent all 
American Indian dental 
and pre-dental stu-
dents as well as work-
ing to increase dental 
school access for 
American Indian peo-
ple.” Student Dr. 
Chavis recently wrote 
about his own experi-
ence getting into den-
tal school here, 
https://wp.me/
pc2CNJ-1M 

 

Janice Morrow, who 
has been SAID’s only 
staff for the last six 
years, was named 
SAID’s first Executive 
Director. She has an 
extensive career in 
nonprofit work espe-
cially as it relates to 
AI/AN dentistry. She 
said, “The mission of 
SAID has been near and 
dear to my heart since 
I started working to 
promote the im-
portance of oral health 

to parents of American 
Indian youth well over 
20 years ago. Even 
then, it was important 
to me to share with 
young dental patients 
receiving care through 
Tribal/Urban/IHS clin-
ics that they, too, 
could be a dentist. We 
have a long way to go 
but SAID is committed 
and poised to continue 
building the path-
ways.” 

 

Detailed Board of Di-
rectors’ bios and pho-
tos can be found here, 
http://
www.thesaidonline.org
/who-we-are. 

 

SAID is a grassroots or-
ganization founded in 
1990 by George Blue 
Spruce Jr., DDS, MPH 
and five other 
Creighton University 
Alumni Dentists. Their 
original reason for or-
ganizing was to work 
collectively to meet 
the needs of American 
Indian dentists, dental 
students, and dental 
auxiliaries, improving 
both the status for 
American Indian/
Alaska Native (AI/AN) 
dentists within the 
overall profession of 
dentistry and strength-
en the educational 
pathway for AI/AN stu-
dents. Today, SAID 
continues with its orig-
inal mission. In 2020 

and 2021, ten SAID stu-
dents graduated from 
dental schools across 
the country. While 
SAID is proud to have a 
continuous increase of 
American Indian/
Alaska Native students 
joining our organiza-
tion as pre-dental and 
dental students, we 
are dedicated to en-
tering at least one 
SAID student in each of 
the 60+ US dental 
schools annually. Cor-
porate partnerships 
allow SAID to continue 
to offer scholarships 
and programs that 
benefit NA/AN stu-
dents in their pursuit 
of dental careers. 

https://wp.me/pc2CNJ-1M
https://wp.me/pc2CNJ-1M
http://www.thesaidonline.org/who-we-are
http://www.thesaidonline.org/who-we-are
http://www.thesaidonline.org/who-we-are
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ICWA 
Indian Child Welfare Act 

Congress Passed the In-

dian Child Welfare Act 

(ICWA) in 1978 in re-

sponse to the wholesale 

removal of Indian Chil-

dren from their families. 

They found that an 

alarmingly high percent-

age of Indian families 

are broke up by the re-

moval, often unwarrant-

ed, of their children 

from them by non-tribal 

public & private agen-

cies and placed in non-

Indian foster and adop-

tive homes and institu-

tions. States often failed 

to recognize the essen-

tial tribal relations of In-

dian people and the cul-

tural & Social Standards 

in Indian communities 

and families.  

“The Congress hereby 

declares that it is the 

policy of this Nation to 

protect the best inter-

ests of Indian Children” 

25 U.S.C. §1902 The 

standards of ICWA are 

considered the gold 

standard for children & 

Families. 

ICWA is apart of our 

Tribal Code and is imple-

mented through notices 

sent to the tribe to veri-

fy membership or eligi-

bility. This is required for 

every child across the 

nation that is being re-

moved from their par-

ents and child welfare 

agencies have reason to 

believe they may be an 

Indian Child.  

WHY IS THIS IM-

PORTANT? 

Our tribal children need 

the tribe to intervene on 

their behalf and possibly 

file for jurisdiction so 

that the child/ren can 

come home to a relative 

or tribal foster home. It 

is the duty of the ICWA 

case manager to make 

sure the child/ren re-

ceive full active efforts 

with their case. Active 

Efforts is the affirmative, 

active, thorough, and 

timely efforts intended 

primarily to maintain or 

reunite an Indian Child 

with his or her family. 

For More Information 

Contact: 

Augusta Williams 

ICWA Case Manager 

575-464-4334  
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Safe & Stable Families Program 
Mescalero Child Welfare & Family Services 

 To prevent child 

maltreatment 

among families at 

risk through the 

provision of sup-

portive family ser-

vices (family sup-

port services) 

 To assure children’s 

safety within the 

home and preserve 

intact families in 

which children have 

been maltreated, 

when the family’s 

problems can be 

addressed effec-

tively (Family 

preservation Ser-

vices) 

 To address the 

problems of fami-

lies whose children 

have been placed in 

foster care so that 

reunification may 

occur in a safe and 

stable manner 

(Time-Limited fam-

ily reunification 

services) 

 To support adoptive 

families by provid-

ing support ser-

vices as necessary 

so that they can 

make a lifetime 

commitment to 

their children 

(Adoption promo-

tion and support 

services) 

If you know anyone that may benefit from 

our assistance in their home, with their fam-

ily and children. Give us a Call or stop in, 

we’re located at the early childhood build-

ing across from Daycare! 
 

Safe & Stable families Program 

 

241 School Circle 

Mescalero, NM 88340 

Ph: 575-464-4334 
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Contestant Information 

In search of contestants for the 
next Miss Mescalero Apache! 

Application packet is available 
online and at the Tribal Offices. 

Contestants must submit their 
completed application to the 
MAT Pageant Committee no later 
than October 15, 2021! 

Pageant is scheduled for Novem-
ber 17, 2021. 
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I share my awareness 
with the community 

of Mescalero on a per-

sonal matter as this 

comes from my heart 

as a mother who sadly 
lost her son to Meth-

amphetamine 

“Meth”. 

 

This day I have guilty 
feelings for denying 

my son’s use.  WHY! 

as a mother you just 

don’t want to hear or 

be told the truth that 
your son is on or do-

ing meth.  Well years 

had come and gone, 

life wasn’t what a 

mom was wanting her 
son to progress in life 

and eventually led to 

alcohol, drugs, gang 

affiliation and ulti-

mately jail, that be-
came his life.  I finally 

accepted that my son 

was addicted to meth, 

as a mother all I could 

do was give advice 
“Please don’t do 

meth son”, but my 

advice went beyond 

listening.  Please 

don’t get me wrong 
he did make his deci-

sion to stop using af-

ter intense rehabilita-

tion for drugs and giv-

ing his person to Je-
sus Christ.  My son 

wanted to stop using 

for the sake of him-

self and his son, but 

that was short lived.  
Last September 20, 

2020, he went miss-

ing for days and two 

weeks later October 

5, 2020, he was found 
dead.  That is a 

mom’s worst night-

mare! No parent 

should have to bury 

their child. I tell you 
this drug called Meth-

amphetamine “Meth” 

is real, I don’t care 

what one says about 

it, it’s real and a dan-
gerous drug that af-

fects you even though 

you are not the one 

using.  It affects you 

as a parent, mom, 
dad, family, and com-

munity, it scares you, 

torments you, your 

heart gets broken into 

too many pieces of 

tiny glass that can 
never be repaired. 

 

I tell you all when you 

have the slightest sus-

picion your child is 
using meth do your 

best to talk with 

them, tell them you 

love them, you care 

for them, you are 
here for them, and 

you want to help 

them.  It may sound 

so easy, but it is not 

because you’re talk-
ing to someone that 

won’t comprehend 

your words, but don’t 

give up; keep telling 

them your concerns, 
check on them, call 

them.  I beg of you all 

mothers and fathers 

to always cherish and 

love your children no 
matter how old they 

are, what badness 

they did, what friends 

they have, because as 

a mother, father we 
brought our children 

into this world and 

our job is to teach 

them the best we 

METTH KILLS...IT REALLY KILLS... 
By Alta M. Branham 
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can, even, though 

they walk down the 

wrong path we still 
need to acknowledge 

them, encourage 

them they are some-

one we love. 

 

This is what I got from 

the Office of the Med-

ical Investigator; a 

summary letter, tell-

ing me that my son’s 
cause of death was 

(Toxic effects of 

methamphetamine) 

and states: Metham-

phetamine is an illicit 
stimulant that can 

cause toxic effects at 

a wide variety of con-

centrations.  The tox-

ic effects of meth in-
clude increased heart 

rate, increased blood 

rate, increased blood 

pressure, abnormal 

heart rhythms, circu-
latory collapse, and 

sudden death. 

 

Methamphetamine is a 

highly addictive street 
drug and a synthetic 

analogue of the am-

phetamine family. It's 

a powerful central 

nervous system stimu-
lant. Intoxication re-

sults from the in-

creased stimulation of 

dopamine and norepi-

nephrine receptors in 
the brain.1 The flood 

of dopamine enhances 

mood and movement, 

creating a general 
sense of well-being 

and excitability in the 

user. Common street 

names include “crystal 

meth,” “ice,” “crank,” 
“stove top,” “glass,” 

“speed,” and “lemon 

drops.”2,3. 

 

Here in Mescalero the 
rate of meth is high in 

numbers (my personal 

quote) percentage of 

100 – 95% percent of 

people are addicted 
to some sort of nar-

cotic drug to stimu-

late their use.  This is 

very sad, because we 

don’t have reliable 
resources to help re-

habilitate METHAM-

PHETAMINE USERS.  

Just by chance, one 

day I would hope our 
tribe can find funding 

to build a center to 

help all addicted us-

ers of all illegal drugs. 

 

My reason and mes-

sage to write this is to 

bring some sort of 

“open eye aware-

ness” to the commu-
nity of Mescalero and 

help fight this mas-

sive drug called 

METHAMPHETAMINE, 

that is taken over our 
tribal members. 

I would always tell my 

son Shawn we are 

Apache’s, we are In-
dians, we were 

brought up to respect 

our culture, our tradi-

tions, although he un-

derstood he was no 
competition to fight 

his meth addiction as 

it was stronger and 

controlled him in 

mind. 

 

That is where we all 

come in as parents to 

our children as I stat-

ed earlier whether 
they are adults, teen-

agers, grandchildren, 

great grandchildren, 

nieces, nephews, we 

need to teach them 
about our tribe, land, 

culture, tradition, 

ceremonies, hunting, 

wood gathering, har-

vesting, family gath-
erings, church, loving 

one another.  

 

My story can go a long 

way and will help one 
person to stop and 

think before they 

use.  METH KILLS, IT 

REALLY DOES KILL... 

 

We can fight against 

Drugs 

We can make our res-

ervation  

Drug Free! 
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Administration Offices 464-4494 

Accounting 464-9251 

Boys & Girls Club-Mescalero 464-9212 

Boys & Girls Club-Carrizo 464-6814 

Care Center 464-4802 

Cattle Growers 464-4703 

Child Care Center-Mescalero 464-9224 

Child Care Center-Carrizo 464-3000 

CHR 464-9256 

Center Maintenance 464-9260 

Conservation Law Enforcement 464-9323 

Cultural Center & Museum 464-9254 

DRMP/Fence Crew/Land Office 464-4711 

Economic Development 464-9244 

Early Childhood 464-9328 

Education 464-4500 

Elderly Center 464-1614 

Fire & Rescue 464-3473 

Fish Hatchery 464-8768 

Fitness Center 464-4368 

Forest Products 464-4720 

Four Directions Treatment & 
Recovery (Rehab) 

464-4432 

Gas Company 464-4323 

Head Start-Mescalero 464-9183 

Head Start-Carrizo 464-3492 

Health Ed./Diabetes Program 464-6383 

Historic Preservation 464-3005 

Housing 464-9235 

Housing Warehouse 464-9159 

Human Resources 464-9276 

Language Program 464-2152 

Library 464-5010 

MATI 464-4039 

Native Connections 464-4976 

Parks & Recreation 464-2988 

Patient Benefits 464-9232 

Prosecutor’s Office 464-9205 

Prevention Program 464-4516 

Public Defender’s 464-9213 

Social Services 464-9328 

Swimming Pool 464-9248 

Tribal Court 464-0414 

Tribal Enterprises 464-4969 

Tribal Lounge 464-4319 

Tribal Maintenance 464-9289 

Tribal Roads 464-4311 

Tribal Store 464-9319 

Tribal Utilities 464-0254 

VAWA 464-0079 

WIOA 464-9217 

Youth Development 464-0648 

Call Directory—Tribal Departments & Programs 

Assembly of God 464-4747 

Baptist Church 464-4659 

Reformed Church 464-4471 

St. Joseph’s Mission 464-4473 

BIA Offices: 

Facilities 464-4282 

Forestry 464-4419 

East L.A. 464-4549 

Old Road 464-4674 

IHS 464-4441 

Inn of the Mountain 
Gods 464-7777 

Mescalero Post Office 464-4550 

Mescalero Schools 464-4431 

Ruidoso Schools (575) 630-7000 

Tularosa Schools (575) 585-8800 

WIC Office 464-0932 

Call Directory—Most Used Numbers 
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