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NOV. DEADLINE: 

10/18/17 BY NOON 

Alamogordo, NM 

On August 23rd, Mes-

calero Apache Tribal 

President accompa-

nied with the Superin-

tendent of BIA-

Mescalero Agency, 

signed the Southern 

Sacramento Mountain 

Watershed and Forest 

Restoration Strategy 

at the Lincoln Na-

tional Forest Head-

quarters. 

By signing this docu-

ment, partners in-

volved support the 

restoration and treat-

ment of watersheds 

and forests in Otero 

County. 

It took the Strategy 

Plan two years to 

complete by several 

forest service part-

ners, including some 

from the Mescalero 

Apache Tribe. 

According to the Stra-

tegic Planning docu-

ment, issues such as 

long-term drought, 

fires, lack of snow 

melt, and higher than 

normal temperatures 

have played a huge 

part in the watersheds 

and forests overall en-

vironmental health. 

Hence, the critical 

call for collaborative 

efforts to treat vege-

tation through thin-

ning and prescribed 

burning across the 

Southern Sacramento 

Mountains. 

A good portion of the 

priority area that is 

imperative to the 

Strategic Plan is lo-

Collaborative watershed restoration strategy 

plan signed by MAT and Forest Service partners 

Picture courtesy 

Erica Bradley Enjady 



Apache Scout  Page 2  Volume I I.17, Issue 10  

cated on the reserva-

tion as well as sur-

rounding areas like 

Cloudcroft, Tularosa, 

and Alamogordo. 

The priority project 

area encompasses 

nearly 500,000 acres. 

The Department of 

Resource Management 

and Protection 

(DRMP), representa-

tives from the Mesca-

lero Apache Tribe, 

and Bureau of Indian 

Affairs-Mescalero 

Agency, along with 

other Forest Service 

partners, were par-

ticipants in a small 

group that met bi-

monthly known as the 

Planning Group. 

The Planning Group 

would serve to iden-

tify key strategies and 

steps needed to help 

the Otero Working 

Group (OWG) move 

forward in the col-

laborative effort of 

restoring watersheds 

and treating forests in 

the Southern Sacra-

mento Mountains. 

Five areas were de-

fined by the OWG plus 

an additional area 

which totaled six ar-

eas of high priority 

identified by the OWG 

with the aid of the 

Planning Group. 

For example, an area 

called Two Goats-High 

Rolls-Maruchi area has 

already started the 

vegetation treatment 

with regard to water-

shed restoration in the 

southwest area of the 

reservation. 

The series of treat-

ments to the sur-

rounding areas will 

continue over multiple 

years according to the 

high priority areas 

listed by the OWG. 

Furthermore, the 

western edge of the 

reservation, described 

as Tularosa Creek by 

the OWG, will undergo 

vegetation treatment 

following the Two 

Goats-High Rolls-

Maruchi treatment. 

 With the tribe par-

ticipating in the Plan-

ning Group, they as-

sisted the Otero Work-

ing Group’s (OWG) 

goal in bringing to-

gether stakeholders 

with an interest in re-

storing watersheds 

and treating forests in 

the Southern Sacra-

mento Mountains to 

reduce the risks asso-

ciated with catastro-

phic wildfires. 

For more information, 

please visit https://

www.fs.usda.gov/

main/lincoln/home 
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Ruidoso Ford—Lincoln 
Owner 

Dear Tribal Members: 

I am writing to sin-

cerely thank each of 

you for permitting Rui-

doso Ford-Lincoln to 

conduct our recent 

sales event in Mesca-

lero.  We enjoyed 

meeting and talking 

with many of you dur-

ing our event at the 

Chiricahua Plaza. 

By allowing Ruidoso 

Ford-Lincoln to hold 

this event, I hope we 

have better served the 

residents of Mescalero 

and the surrounding 

areas with the pur-

chase of a vehicle.  We 

look forward to having 

future sales events in 

Mescalero, during 

which we will continue 

to serve you to the 

best of our ability. 

Once again, we are 

truly grateful for the 

opportunity to be a 

part of your commu-

nity and we thank each 

and every one of you 

for the warm welcome 

and hospitality you ex-

tended to us during 

our time in Mescalero. 

IXEHE! 

Sincerely, 

Christopher P. Caru-

sona, Owner 

Ruidoso Ford-Lincoln 

Elderly Center 
Recent News 

Happy Birthday to all 

of our elders born this 

month.  Here’s wishing 

you many more years 

of happiness, health 

and love.  It is a fact 

that staying active and 

socially engaged will 

help all of us move 

through our aging 

years.  The center of-

fers a variety of activi-

ties that compliment 

and reinforce healthy 

aging.  As always we 

play Bingo every Fri-

day.  While Bingo is a 

fun game with prizes 

to be won, it is also a 

game that helps with a 

variety of skills that 

support active healthy 

aging.  Listening, con-

centrating, focusing, 

as well as motor skills 

of sliding the small 

number covers on the 

bingo cards.  These 

skills along with the 

social interaction of 

visiting with friends at 

the table or helping 

each other with their 

cards all play part of 

positive healthy aging.   

The program offers 

many regular activities 

which include our 

Monthly Program Im-

provement Meeting, 

Nutrition Education, 

Fitness, Town Day, and 

as always unless there 

is a calendar conflict, 



Casino Days on Mon-

day.  If you are 55 

years young or older 

and are a member of 

the Mescalero Apache 

Tribe you are eligible.  

Affiliates who are 

married to eligible 

tribal members are 

also eligible. 

Our diabetic friendly 

lunches are served 

from 11:00- 12 Noon 

daily unless there is a 

half day scheduled 

and we are treated to 

a delicious brunch.   
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Commodity food is de-

livered from Roswell 

to the center the first 

Wednesday of every 

month.  A friendly re-

minder that those re-

ceiving should be on 

the look-out for their 

2018 award letters.   

In addition to the 

award letters we ask 

that everyone who 

partakes in any ser-

vice provided by the 

center to come into 

the center and com-

plete their new intake 

surveys.  The surveys 

is a simple assessment 

on individual daily ac-

tivities, and is a 

yearly requirement in 

order for you to par-

ticipate and receive 

services from the pro-

gram.  

Commodity Food & 2018 Award Letters 
Elderly Center 

Emergency Wood from the Program 
Elderly Center 

With cooler weather 

arriving, the center is 

planning to provide 

this service to elders 

on an emergency basis 

only.  The service will 

be one time only per 

household, based on 

emergency need.   

The amount of wood 

provided will be 

small, just enough for 

a couple of days or 

until arrangements 

are made to get more.  

We strongly encourage 

family members to 

help their elderly fam-

ily members by keep-

ing them well stocked 

with wood during the 

colder months of the 

year.  This is the time 

of year when stocking 

up and preparing is a 

must. 



Home Meal Delivery & Trays 
Elderly Center 
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A friendly reminder to 

those receiving home 

meals for lunch.  We 

are asking that you 

please return the 

trays to the center.  

The trays are used 

every day and when 

they are not returned, 

we are short on trays 

to take food the next 

day.  Empty all un-

eaten food, rinse 

them and put them in 

a plastic bag. Please if 

you have them send 

them back with the 

driver who takes you 

your daily meal.  If 

you are not going to 

be home to receive 

your lunch, give us a 

call before 8:30 in the 

morning to cancel.  

This saves us time, 

money and food 

waste.  Thanks! 

Otero County Fair 
Elderly Center 

Mescalero elders did 

well at the Otero 

County Fair.  Here are 

the winners!   

Jonelle Geronimo -1st 

quilt   

Rosemary Torres -2nd 

& 3rd Elk Bone Ear 

rings, 2nd Handmade 

purse, 1st Hand sewn 

purse 

Priscilla Randall- 1sr 

Tri-Chem Floral Paint-

ing, 3rd Bone Bead 

Necklace, 2nd Beaded 

Pin, 3rd Corn Necklace 

Della Simmons- 3rd 

Bone Bead Necklace 

Elaine La Paz- 3rd Reli-

gious Quilt, 1st Shirt 

Holder, 2nd Dress 

Holder 

Lida Kanseah- 2nd 

Quilt, 3rd Pot Holders, 

3rd Necklace 

Elaine Choneska -3rd 

Child’s Quilt, 2nd Pot 

Holders 

Josie Tortilla -1st Na-

tive Pillow, 2nd Neck-

lace 

Leola Caje- 2nd Apron 

1stCup Cozies, 2nd 

Camp Bag, 3rd  Horse 

Rock,  3rd Dino Rock, 

3rd Necklace 2nd Cross 

Necklace 

Avaline Torres- 3rd 

Necklace, 1st Beaded 

Basket, 1st Beaded 

lighter 

Debbie Martinez- 2nd 

Bone Necklace 

Clement Bigmouth- 3rd 

Bone Necklace 

Ursula Little-2nd Hand 

Knotted Rosary 

Arlene Mendez-3rd 

Bone Necklace 

Cristoso Pena-3rd Na-

tive Fabric Bead Neck-

lace 

Sandra Enjady 2nd 

Beaded Earrings 2nd 

Beaded Bracelet 

Birdie Bell-3rd Bone 

Necklace 

Mark Chino-2nd x-files 

U60, 3rd Little Joe II 

Model Rocket 

Selena Chino 1st Rib-

bon Shirt, 3rd Model 

NQA Reaper.  It’s al-

ways great to have 

our Mescalero Elders 

so well represented! 

Congratulations to all! 
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Solar Eclipse 
A group of elders made the trek to the Mu-

seum of Space History in Alamogordo to ex-

perience the Solar Eclipse.  Here are some 

photos of the adventure! 

Open Enrollment Medicare Part D 
Elderly Center 

The center will host 

two days with the first 

being held October 

18th and the second 

November 15th.  The 

program is offered by 

the State of New Mex-

ico Aging and Long 

Term Service Depart-

ment.  The coordina-

tor, from Roswell will 

be at the center to 

answer any questions 

and help with any 

concerns about insur-

ance and prescription 

drug plans.  There is 

no charge for the ser-

vice and you are re-

minded to bring a cur-

rent list of your medi-

cations, and a photo 

identification.  There 

is a signup sheet at 

the center so every-

one is welcome to 

come in to sign up.  

Open enrollment will 

end on December 

17th.  

Home Safety for Alzheimer’s 
Elderly Center 

This class is a four 

part series pre-

sented by the Ros-

well Alzheimer’s 

Association.  Sep-

tember’s class was 

on learning about 

the disease.  The 

November class 

will focus on home 

safety.  The classes 

are informative 

and educational 

and are open to 

any who wish to 

learn more about 

this devastating 

disease.  The class 

is also a must if 

you are a caregiver 

or if you have 

questions regarding 

the disease.   
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Travel to Hawaii / New Mexico Senior Olympics 

And All Indian Game Day 2018 
Elderly Center 

The center is still in 

the planning stage for 

the Hawaii trip.  We 

have several options 

lining up for the trip.  

We will have a meet-

ing at 10:00 on No-

vember 1st at the cen-

ter.  If you are inter-

ested in learning more 

about traveling, 

please come to the 

meeting.   

The elderly program is 

also planning on par-

ticipating in both 

NMSO and AIGD next 

year.  2018 is a Na-

tional Qualifying year 

for the New Mexico 

Senior Olympics.  We 

will have a special 

meeting for both of 

these events in early 

December.  Keep an 

eye open for the 

meeting dates, and 

please attend.  Re-

turning athletes at-

tend as well as new 

participants are wel-

come and encouraged 

to attend the meeting 

to get more informa-

tion.  

We would like to in-

troduce three new 

staff members to our 

BIA Mescalero Agency 

Family: 

Brian Torres, Forester 

Daniel Dyer, Supervi-

sory Fire Management 

Specialist (Prescribed 

Fuels/Fire) 

Twyla Dolan, Social 

Services Representa-

tive 

 

NOTARY SERVICES is 

available at the main 

BIA Agency located at 

590 Sage Avenue.  Be-

fore services can be 

obtained, you must 

appear in person be-

fore the Notary.  Per-

sonal appearance 

means the signer is in 

the Notary’s physical 

presence – face to 

face in the same 

room.  The signer 

must identify one or 

two credible identify-

ing witnesses under 

oath or through reli-

able identification 

documents such as a 

government issued 

driver’s license/

identification card, or 

a Tribal ID.   For more 

information, contact 

the Agency at (575) 

464-4423. 

 

PERSONAL FREE-USE 

WOOD CUTTING    

PERMITS 

As the summer season 

comes to an end and 

the cold fills the 

morning/evening air, 

BIA—Mescalero Agency  
Recent News 

Continue reading on page 10. 
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many tribal members 

will be requesting 

wood permits.  Wood 

permits will be issued 

Monday through Friday 

from 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. at the BIA For-

estry Office located at 

the Summit (210 

Chatto Drive). 

You will be requested 

to provide the follow-

ing information:   

1. Physical Address 

(Red Number).  The 

address you provide 

is where the wood 

must be hauled to. 

2. Vehicle Informa-

tion: Year, Make, 

Model, Color, and 

License Plate #. 

One Wood Permit per 

Household will be is-

sued.  Wood permits 

are valid for 3 months. 

Non-Tribal Members 

are not allowed to use 

Free-Use Permits.  

Must be accompanied 

by permit holder. 

 

2017 FIRE SEASON 

DISPATCHES 

We have had one busy 

fire season.   

Here is a summary of 

fire assignments the 

BIA Wildland Fire Pro-

gram has successfully 

fulfilled:  

The Type 2 Indian Af-

fairs (T2IA) crew has 

been dispatched to 9 

incidents thus far.  

They include the 

States of Missouri, 

Oklahoma, Arizona (2 

dispatches), Idaho, 

California, Montana (2 

dispatches) and the 

Jicarilla Apache Tribe 

in northern New Mex-

ico. 

We are happy to an-

nounce the formation 

of a Camp Crew, who 

has participated in 2 

dispatches – Texas and 

El Rito Ranger District 

in New Mexico. 

The Type 6 Engine 

crews have also been 

dispatched to various 

locations: Georgia, the 

Gila Ranger District in 

New Mexico, Okla-

homa, Sacramento 

Ranger District in New 

Mexico, Colorado, 

North Dakota, Oregon, 

Idaho, and Montana.  

At present, one engine 

is assigned to Happy 

Camp, California. 

Last but not least, our 

Overhead team has 

been dispatched to 

various fire positions: 

task force leader, Inci-

dent Commander Type 

3, Prevention Educa-

tion Team Member, 

Personal Time Re-

corder,  Incident Com-

mander Type 4, and as 

Duty Officer.  Assign-

ments have taken 

place in Texas, Ari-

zona, Nevada, North 

Dakota, Idaho, and 

Montana.  At present, 

3 overhead team mem-

bers are in Montana 

and one is in Oregon.  

We wish those on cur-

rent assignments our 

best and a safe return 

home. 
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Enrollment Opportu-

nities 

Is your child between 

the ages of 3 and 5 

years old? Or about to 

have their 3rd birth-

day?  Stop by the Head 

Start  and pick up a 

packet to start their 

enrollment process.  

One of our staff will 

gladly give you more 

details on what docu-

ments are needed.   

“Grandparent Day” 

Every year, our pro-

gram celebrates our 

grandparents by bring-

ing in traditional music 

and dancing.  Thank 

you to both the Chee 

Singing Group and the 

Ruidoso High School 

and Middle School stu-

dents and sponsors for 

taking time to come 

out an entertain all 

our guests in social 

dance, back and forth 

dance, and the Apache 

War dance.  

A lot of the Head Start 

children dressed up in 

their Mescalero Apache 

traditional clothes.  

Some of our guests 

even joined in the tra-

ditional social and 

back and forth dance. 

All in all, we enjoyed a 

beautiful afternoon of 

dancing, including a 

wonderful meal which 

included delicious fry-

bread, cabbage and 

beef stew, red chili, 

green chili, potato 

salad, watermelon, 

and cake. 

 

Mescalero Head Start Program 
Recent News 
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Culture Week was held 

during the week of Au-

gust 21st-25th.  The 

children attended two 

feasts; one for Lakani 

Morgan and the other 

for Shylo Klinekole.  

They were able to see 

the morning run, par-

ticipate in the 

“throw”, and eat the 

morning meal served.  

Another activity was 

the trip to the Cultural 

Museum, where the 

employee there 

showed the children 

around and explained 

the different types of 

traditional attire, 

along with the sharing 

of old pictures.   

“Blessing Run” 
Mescalero Head Start Program 

This year our children 

were asked to partici-

pate in the first ever 

“Blessing Run to the 

Guadalupe Mountains 

2017”. All of our Head 

Start children partici-

pated in this event by 

starting off the run 

from the Mescalero 

Apache Community 

Center to the Head 

Springs source.  Thank 

you to all our volun-

teers who made this 

possible.  

“Culture Week” 
Mescalero Head Start Program 

Upcoming Head Start 

Events 

 

 Carrizo Site Picture 

Day– October 9, 

2017 

 Mescalero Site Pic-

ture Day– October 

10, 2017 

 Head Start Parent 

Meeting– October 

19, 2017 

 Pumpkin Patch 

Field Trip 

 Pumpkin Carving 

Contest and Party    

 Halloween Trick-or

-Treating 
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We, Native Flyers, re-

cently participated in 

the 29th New Mexico 

State Disc Golf Cham-

pionships at Grind-

stone Disc Golf Park in 

Ruidoso, New Mexico, 

there was 135 players 

and out of that 135 

players 8 of us are 

from or affiliates from 

Mescalero. We travel 

all over the state in 

different tournaments, 

and also other states. 

Dominic Chee, 15 

years old, freshman, is 

the State Champion 

taking 1st place in the 

Advance Men’s division 

competing against 34 

other men, also com-

peting in this division 

were Dexter Chee tak-

ing 4th place, Sabas-

tian Chino, 16 years 

old, sophomore, taking 

8th place, Sam Chino 

taking 14th place, and 

Calvin Pino taking 

18th place.  

Amanda Chino, taking 

1st place in Intermedi-

ate Women’s division 

competing against 4 

other women.  

Leinneah Chino, tak-

ing 2nd place in Rec-

reational Women com-

peting against 4 other 

women.  

Roger Chee taking 9th 

place in Advance 

Grandmasters.  

Native Flyers 
29th New Mexico State Disc Gold Championships, Ruidoso, NM 

Dominick also won a 

Disc Golf Basket 
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Mescalero Reformed Church 
His Eyes is on the Sparrow by Pastor Mark 

We all like to be no-

ticed, don’t we?  We 

all like a little atten-

tion here or there, 

don’t we?  Sure, you 

might not want to be 

the center of atten-

tion or caught in the 

spotlight for too long, 

but I would think it’s a 

safe bet that we all 

like to be noticed in 

small ways.  Perhaps, 

for some of you it’s 

receiving the recogni-

tion and notice from a 

spouse after preparing 

a meal and getting the 

kids to bed.  For oth-

ers, it’s receiving the 

recognition and notice 

of coworkers after a 

job well done.  Still 

for others, it might be 

the recognition and 

notice of friends and 

family on your birth-

day.  

I remember a friend 

who wanted to be no-

ticed on his birth-

day.  He’ll remain 

nameless, but I ran 

into him one day.  I 

was walking and he 

stopped me to say 

hello.  After talking 

with each other for a 

while, he said, “Hey 

Pastor Mark, if you’re 

preaching next Thurs-

day, would you wish 

me a happy birthday 

in your message?”  I 

smiled and responded, 

“I don’t think I’ll be 

preaching on a Thurs-

day – but I can still 

wish you a happy 

birthday.”  “Okay, 

thanks!” he re-

plied.  As I continued 

my walk, I smiled to 

myself and realized 

we all like a little at-

tention and recogni-

tion every once in a 

while. 

‘Let not your heart be 

troubled’ His tender 

words I hear; and 

resting on His good-

ness, I lose my doubt 

and fear.  Though by 

the path He leadeth, 

but one step I may 

see: His eye is on the 

sparrow, and I know 

He watches me.  His 

eye is on the sparrow, 

and I know He 

watches me. 

The hymn “His Eye is 

on the Sparrow” was 

written in 1905 and it 

is deeply connected 

with Matthew’s Gos-

pel.  In Matthew 6:26, 

while preaching the 

Sermon on the Mount 

Jesus says, “look at 

the birds of the air; 

they neither sow nor 

reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds 

them.  Are you not of 

more value than 

they?” 

In the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus is laying 

out the heartbeat of 

the Gospel; in that 

very heartbeat lies 

God’s unconditional 

and unfathomable 

love for us.  But 

maybe because of 

various circumstances 

you don’t feel very 

loved; instead, per-

Religion 



haps you feel unno-

ticed, undervalued, 

and even unlov-

able.  Whether it’s be-

cause of a shameful 

past, a sinful present, 

or a disheartening fu-

ture the love of God 

sees beyond sin and 

shame and identifies 

us as His beloved chil-

dren.  

At Mescalero Reformed 

Church, we want you 

to know that the God 

of the Universe, the 

very God who spoke 

creation into being, 

and the God who lives 

and reigns today sees 

value in you.  He no-

tices you.  He hears 

your prayers.  He loves 

you.  He cherishes 

you.  He wants to be in 

a relationship with 

you.  And to my 

friends who wish to be 

noticed every once in 

a while, He even re-

members your birth-

day. 

Please know that you 

are always welcome to 

worship God and ex-

perience His mercy at 

Mescalero Reformed 

Church, as our arms 

(and our doors) are 

open to you if you are 

looking for a church 

home or just want to 

come visit. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

 

Advance Notice: We 

will again be making 

and selling our pump-

kin pies before Thanks-

giving. Please be sure 

to watch for the an-

nouncements posted in 

various places around 

Mescalero. 

 

Mescalero Reformed 

Church 

336 Wardlaw Dr. 

P.O. Box 188 

Mescalero, NM  

(575) 464-4471 

 

Visit (and Like) our 

Mescalero Reformed 

Church Facebook 

page! 

Email us at mesca-

lerorc@gmail.com  

Sunday Services 

9:30 – Sunday School 

for Children and Adults 

10:40 – Worship 

 

 

Opportunities for Fel-

lowship and Encour-

agement 

Men’s Bible Study – 

first and third Thurs-

day’s of each month at 

6:00 pm in the church 

basement. 

Women’s Bible Study 

– first and third Tues-

day’s of each month at 

6:00 pm in the sanctu-

ary. 

Women’s Gathering – 

every Wednesday at 

9:00 am in the church 

basement. 

Youth Group for Mid-

dle and High School – 

Wednesday at 6:00 pm 

in the church base-

ment.  

Kids’ Club after-school 

program for 1st-5th 

grade students meet 

every Thursday at 3:30 

pm in the church base-

ment. Come for a fun 

time of playing, pray-

ing, singing, and 

crafts.  
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Whitetail School 

The office of the 

Apache Scout would 

like to do something a 

little different for this 

month’s edition. Above 

are recent photo’s of 

the widely known, 

Whitetail School lo-

cated on the reserva-

tion. Can you remem-

ber when these build-

ings were still being 

used?  

Apache Scout readers  

are encouraged and 

invited to share any 

information they know 

and would like the 

public to know, about 

the Whitetail School.  

All information will be 

gathered and compiled 

by Elaina Via at the 

tribal offices. Contact 

the tribal offices or 

email her on how to 

contribute information 

about the Whitetail 

School. 

All contributions will 

be put together in an 

article form that will 

be in November’s edi-

tion.  

Example questions: 

Who built the school 

and houses? 

About how many stu-

dents went to school 

daily? 

Can you remember 

what life was like 

here? 

What did kids do for 

fun? 

How long were these 

buildings in use?  

This is an effort for our 

community members 

to participate in a con-

versation that may 

need the whole family. 

Not only will the infor-

mation be provided by 

tribal members, for 

tribal members, it will 

also be documented 

through the Apache 

Scout. Grab your pen-

cil and paper or typing 

device; let’s start the 

conversation!  
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October 5th                     

Gordon Yahnahki Jr.           

Happy Birthday  

and Good Luck! 

Have a good day 

and many more! 

From Taylor 



Apache Scout 

P.O. Box 227 

108 Central Avenue 

Mescalero, NM 88340 

Checkout the tribe’s official website! 

MescaleroApacheTribe.com 

Phone: 575-464-4494 

Fax: 575-464-9220 

E-mail: egvia@mescaleroapachetribe.com 

Mescalero Apache Tribe 

Bulk Rate 

Non-Profit Organization 

Permit #1 

Mescalero, NM 

88340 


